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Figure 3: (Above left) Platelets aggregating as a ‘haemostatic plug’ [x 650].
Figure 4: (Above right) Platelets aggregating as an intravascular thrombus [x 3000].

Figure 1: (Above left) Scanning electron micrograph of platelets [x 15 000], c. 1965.
Figure 2: (Above right) Scanning electron micrograph of aggregated platelets [x 15 000], c. 1965.
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In 1897, the Bayer chemist Felix Hoffmann synthesized acetylsalicylic
acid (ASA), the ingredient that has since had a global career as the
active substance in Aspirin and continues that career as a key subject
of pharmaceutical research.

It is one of the really big success stories in the history of medicine. And
in some ways it is also a family story. For many years the father of
chemist Dr. Felix Hoffmann suffered agonizing pain caused by
rheumatism. The doctors had prescribed sodium salicylate, a drug
based on salicylic acid. However, it tasted so awful that the patient had
to vomit every time he took it.

His son attempted to optimize the preparation. And he was successful.
Felix Hoffmann, a member of Bayer's pharmaceutical-chemical
research staff, had created a masterpiece. By acetylating salicylic acid
using acetic acid (or acetum in Latin), he had produced acetylsalicylic
acid (ASA) in a chemically pure and stable form.
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Collaborative meta-analysis of randomised trials
: of antiplatelet therapy for prevention of death,
LY myocardial infarction, and stroke in high risk
patients
Anfithrombaotic Trialists' Collaboration

BM.J 2002,324,71-86
doiz10.1136/hmj.324.7329.71

Updated information and services can be lound al:
http://bmj.com/cgifcontent/Tull/324/7329/71

Studies reviewed 287 studies involving 135 000
patients in comparisons of antiplatelet therapy versus
control and 77 000 in comparisons of different
antiplatelet regimens.
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